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As readers know from previous Psychology International coverage, the American Psychological Association (APA) is now an accredited non-governmental organization (NGO) with the United Nations (UN) Economic and Social Council and the UN Department of Public Information. This recognition enables APA to be a true player in the international arena. As you can see from the calendar of upcoming events (see opposite page), the UN agenda is full of issues that can be informed by input from psychologists.
Critical to the success of our UN initiative is the selection of able representatives working on the Association's behalf. I am pleased to advise you that we now have a great APA "team" in place and I want to use this column to introduce you to each of the six psychologists who will be working for us in New York.
Corann Okorodudu is our able and experienced team captain, the Association's main representative. Corann, who has served for many years as a UN representative for the Society for the Psychological Study of Social Issues, will coordinate the work of APA's representatives to assure that the team is covering the broad array of issues on the UN agenda and to guarantee that their work and actions are consistent with APA policies and procedures. A developmental psychologist by training, Corann has an abiding interest in women's issue and the problems confronting under-represented groups. She is a professor of psychology at Rowan University in Glassboro, New Jersey.
Thema Bryant is the youngest member of the team. She is a 2000 graduate of a Duke University, where she specialized in psychology and African-American studies. Currently a fellow at the Harvard Medical Center Victims of Violence program, Thema has a strong background and interest in trauma recovery interventions, including recovery from racism and domestic and political violence.
Harold Cook, Emeritus Professor of Psychology and Education at Columbia University Teachers College, brings to the team a rich background of cross-cultural work and peace research. He is particularly interested in issues related to the welfare of children and has a strong background in designing and developing educational and assessment programs in areas germane to the UN agenda.
Florence Denmark, currently Chair of Psychology at Pace University, is well known both nationally and internationally for her organizational leadership and for her many contributions on the psychology of women and gender. Florence has served as president of APA and of many of the other international psychology organizations represented at the United Nations. She brings to the team her own unique blend of scholarship and leadership.
Ivan Kos is a psychotherapist and lecturer with a particular interest in psychological trauma in war zones, most specifically in the former Yugoslavia. His publications reflect his belief that psychological knowledge can and should be applied to all policy decision-making affecting human well-being. As the newsletter Editor for the APA Division on International Psychology, Ivan is up-to-date on worldwide developments.
Deborah Fish Ragin is Chief of Evaluation for the Urban Women's Retreat, an organization that provides services for an ethnically diverse group of battered women. In her 15-year career, Deborah has also worked in HIV/AIDS prevention for adolescents and women's health issues. Deborah brings to the team a strong combination of practical experience and analytic and research skills, as well as fluency in Spanish.
On a final note, the representatives have all agreed to work as volunteers. We will provide modest reimbursement of commuting expenses, but their labors on APA's behalf are purely eleemosynary. We are indeed grateful to each of these special people. The bad news reported at the Conference is that the situation of war-affected children has worsened. The recent conflicts in Kosova, East Timor, Sri Lanka, Colombia, and a number of African countries have caused enormous suffering, trauma, lack of social integration, and hopelessness, and have placed young people at risk of continuing cycles of violence. Children are more widely affected than ever by the HIV/AIDS pandemic, which exacerbates problems associated with poverty and armed conflict. Disappointment emerged from frustration over reaching agreement on the wording of action agendas. The ministerial document was watered down due to governments' conflicting political agendas. Few concrete government commitments came out of the conference, although the Canadian government agreed to help support an NGO network to advance work on these issues. The youths often criticized adults' botched agendas, their emphasis on talk over action, and their inattention to the plight of waraffected children.
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In closing the experts' meeting, Ms. Machel told youth delegates that adults do care about them and will not give up advocacy on their behalf. At the ministerial meeting, she criticized governments' failure to act, saying, "We can't continue to sacrifice our children and to say in our political discussion, 'We'll take all measures to protect them,' and then go home and make blind eyes…The problem with our politicians is we look at those children as other people's children, not our children."
The agenda of the Winnipeg Conference showed that psychologists have much to contribute-through research, program development, training, networking and mutual learning, and policy development-to the continuous effort to review and take stock of our progress on behalf of war-affected children. For example, with regard to child soldiers, key research questions are: "Where are the girls? Why don't we know more about what happens to them?" Susan McKay, the second author, and Dyan Mazurana, of the University of Montana, are engaged in research, which they reported at the Winnipeg Conference, that will attempt to learn about girls in militaries, paramilitaries, and armed opposition groups. Some objectives of their investigation are: to determine the global incidence of use of girls in armed forces; identify overlapping roles girls play within these forces; analyze distinct health effects girls (and their babies and children) experience; describe how demobilization and rehabilitation programs for child soldiers are gendered; examine how girls are (or are not) integrated back into their communities and families and what rituals or other practices might help them heal; and learn about immediate and long-term physical and emotional effects on girls serving in armed forces. The Winnipeg participants acknowledged that the plight of girls in armed forces has been neglected. Few programs and policies concerning these girls have been developed, and almost no research exists about girls' experiences. Also, during this same session on child soldiers, Carlinda Monteiro, a psychosocial worker for Christian Children's Fund/Angola, described community-based programs for helping Angolan children heal from the emotional and social wounds of war. Her approach features community mobilization, use of traditional healing rituals to address perceived spiritual contamination, support for families, and job training and microeconomic projects for returning youths.
The psychosocial healing and reconstruction following armed conflict, and to reflect on what is needed to develop this area of work. Interestingly, nearly two-thirds of the participants said there was disproportionate emphasis in war zones on trauma and mental illness work that pathologizes people and medicalizes problems. This reductionistic approach fails to adequately consider complex political, economic, gendered, and psychosocial dimensions. Most participants agreed on the importance of holistic approaches and the value of interventions that reunite families, enable basic education and economic support for women, build tolerance, support youth and youth groups, and strengthen resilience. Cautioning against romanticization of traditional approaches, this session also highlighted the value of using local resources such as healing rituals to complement Western approaches. The participants from developing countries noted the significant need for regional centers for training, exchanging ideas about program and best practices, resource sharing, and networking around issues of psychosocial rehabilitation and societal reconstruction.
Public education and policy activities relevant to psychology were also prominent topics at the Conference. For example, some sessions pointed out that in war zones, it is still common practice for governments to put unaccompanied children into orphanages rather than working to reunite children with their close or extended families. Similarly, it was noted that the stigmatization of former child soldiers often impedes social reintegration. On these and related issues, psychologists have much to contribute.
This conference was the beginning of a dialogue that needs to continue, as problems of war-affected children are unlikely to diminish soon. As APA positions itself to become a player in the UN/NGO arena, it is time for psychologists to think how psychological knowledge and tools can be used to help protect children's rights and to prevent the armed conflicts that shatter communities and human wellbeing. Psi Chi, the National Honor Society in Psychology in the United States, encourages its more than 970 chapters to participate in national and international service projects. In the past, chapters have collected pens and pencils for the children of Malawi, and eyeglasses were collected and distributed worldwide to those who needed them. Recently, Psi Chi asked chapters to devote at least one fundraising project to the Children in War program of the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF). Children and War was chosen from among UNICEF's projects because it includes a number of programs with an emphasis on psychology and education. Collected funds will go to aid children caught in armed conflicts and provide food and health care, trauma and psychosocial counseling, and educational and vocational services.
Psi Chi is continuing this project at least through the Although the Science Directorate at the American Psychological Association (APA) is the smallest APA Directorate (the others are Practice, Education, and Public Interest), it is bustling with activities of potential interest to internationalists. The Directorate's programs are aimed at all levels of psychological scientists-from undergraduate students to graduate students, to new, middle, and senior faculty, and to researchers both within and outside academia. Highlights of activities-some within the Directorate, some beyond-include working groups on emerging technology in research, research ethics, the Academic Enhancement Initiative, and the Decade of Behavior.
One of the Directorate's ongoing mandates is to develop activities that address emerging and current research issues. Two activities of broad interest and with international implications concern emerging technology and research ethics. In the area of emerging technology, the Science Directorate has recently established a working group on Internet Research. The goal of this group is to provide an overview of the current status of research conducted over the internet, the challenges (e.g., subject protection, data quality) and opportunities (e.g., broad populations, research design) raised by internetbased research, and to provide recommendations for APA action. The Directorate's Research Ethics Office is an informational resource on research ethics issues and emerging trends in research practices, oversight, and regulation. This is an area that may be relevant to those engaging in international collaborative research. For more information, contact Sangeeta Paniker, at spanicker@apa.org.
2001 will see the beginning of the APA Academic Enhancement Initiative, an effort funded by APA's Council of Representatives and focused on programs for psychological scientists. The initiative will include two programs that welcome international participation.
APA's Summer Science Institute is a program designed to attract bright science-oriented undergraduates to psychological science. The week-long intensive experience, to be held in Boulder Colorado, brings the excitement of psychological science to science-oriented freshmen and sophomores, with the goal of attracting these students into psychology graduate training and careers.
APA's Advanced Training Institutes are focused on providing graduate students and faculty training that would not ordinarily be available in a university department. The Institutes will cover new or cutting-edge ideas and technology, and provide expertise in substantive areas. The first Institute, held during the summer of 1999 at Massachusetts General Hospital, was on functional magnetic resonance imagery (fMRI). The week-long curriculum was adapted from an existing course and tailored to meet the needs of psychological scientists. The goal was to provide researchers with enough expertise either to become effective collaborators or to begin the process of setting up their own fMRI research projects. There was a large demand for this Advanced Training Institute and it will be repeated in 2001. Other topics under consideration include new and emerging statistical techniques; genetics and gene studies; and cultural and cross-cultural perspectives and techniques. The Science Directorate (contact Melinda Shors at mshors@apa.org) welcomes suggestions and input on topics for future Institutes, and information about already existing programs that could be adapted or tailored to the Advanced Training Institute program.
Of growing interest to the international community is APA's participation in the Decade of Behavior. This is a broadbased research and policy initiative that aims to bring the value and importance of the behavioral and social sciences to the attention of the public, to policy makers, and to the other sciences. The Decade's central focus is on how the behavioral and social sciences can help solve societal challenges in five theme areas-health, safety, education, democracy, and prosperity.
A sampling of some of the Decade's projects illustrates the breadth of the initiative. A Distinguished Lecture Series will promote the discussion of Decade of Behavior themes at the annual meetings of endorsing organizations. The goal of the Series is to stretch the boundaries of each discipline to foster cross-disciplinary collaboration. A second project, called "Science in the Schools," is developing lecture note templates and graphics for presenting information to middle and high school students about what behavioral science is and what questions it asks. The material, appropriate for a 45 to 60 minute talk to students, will be available in information packets and on the Decade of Behavior website (www.decadeofbehavior.org). The Science in the Schools project is currently being pilot tested by psychology graduate students who are talking to a number of high school classes. Other projects will focus on bringing scientists and policy makers together to showcase how behavioral and social sciences research findings are important to policy decisions, and on informing the public about behavioral and social science contributions.
There are many international organizations among the more than 50 endorsing societies to the Decade of Behavior and our international colleagues have been enthusiastic about the initiative. As the Decade of Behavior "goes international," its projects and programs can be adapted, modified, and promoted for colleagues all around the world. 
Merry Bullock, PhD, is the Deputy Ex
ORGANIZATION PROFILE: APA SCIENCE DIRECTORATE
At the direction of the American Psychological Association's Board of Directors, the Office of International Affairs has established an annual $3,500 fund to provide support for diverse scientific events and projects that foster the exchange of knowledge among psychologists across the world. The APA Committee on International Relations in Psychology (CIRP) will make the funding decisions.
Funds may be used to support any of the following activities associated with scientific meetings: organizing expenses (e.g., printing, postage, supplies); scholarships for travel and/or registration for targeted populations (e.g., students, special speakers, presenters from a transitional or a developing country); support for special events (e.g., historical exhibits); activities related to a theme that is currently deemed of importance; and /or support for social or cultural events.
Need will be considered in selecting recipients and in determining the amount of support. In addition, priority will be given in the following order: (1) international or multicultural organizations that have standing (for five or more years) collaborative relationships with APA; (2) other international organizations, including emerging organizations, holding socially significant and relevant events; (3) other international organizations and organizations in transitional and developing countries; (4) other multicultural organizations that have US members; (5) organizations whose events are attended by US citizens; (6) organizations that celebrate events attended by 500 or more people; and (7) new or one-occasion events that are greatly socially relevant. Preference will be shown for not-for-profit organizations.
Applications for funding should address the following points: a brief description of the applicant's organization, including the mission statement and other relevant documents that describe the organization, and a description of the organization's relationships with APA; and overview of the event's objectives and activities, including a preliminary program; a description of the organizational structure that will carry out the event; the budget for the event, including the portion requested from APA and other funding sources; and a description of the event's proposed products (e.g., monographs, CD-ROM). Applicant organizations must agree to provide CIRP a post-event financial report accounting for the expenditure of the grant award and a summary report of the event.
Application 
APA Seeks Applications for Its International Scientific Meetings Support Fund
The British Psychological Society (BPS) will observe its Centenary in 2001 with celebrations throughout the year. The slogan for the Centenary year is "Bringing Psychology to Society," and the year's activities are aimed to show psychology's wide application and appeal in all areas of life. There will be regional and national events, special articles in the monthly journal The Psychologist, and exhibitions at the Science Museum and at the National Portrait Gallery in London. The Society's Fellow at the Science Museum has been putting together an exhibition on the history of psychology and has prepared a chronology of key events during the last hundred years. The exhibition at the National Portrait Gallery will show portraits of eminent psychologists and current Society award winners.
Other planned events include the Centenary Annual Conference at the Scottish Exhibition and Conference Centre in Glasgow, Scotland. During the conference, there will be a career fair for students, and a "psychology bus" will be out and about in Glasgow. On October 24, the Society's actual birthday, there will be simultaneous celebrations in England, Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland. News about the Centenary will be featured in The Psychologist and on the Society's website (http://www.bps.org.uk).
During the summer, a number of international meetings will be held in and near London. These include the VII European Congress of Psychology (London from July 1-6); the International Association for Cross-Cultural Psychology (Winchester, from July 7-11); and the International Council of Psychologists (Winchester, July 8-12). Psychologists attending these meetings will have the opportunity to join the Society in its Centenary festivities. Maryland, from 1989 Maryland, from to 1999 . Her interest and commitment to human rights started ten years ago when she began to volunteer with a small group of health care providers that was developing a program to provide comprehensive treatment to torture survivors. Hanscom is now the Director of that program, Advocates for Survivors of Trauma and Torture (ASTT), based in Baltimore. In 1998, she began work for the Guatemala Human Rights Commission training local healers to psychologically treat survivors of trauma and torture. Dr. Hanscom spends two weeks of every other month in Guatemala conducting training sessions for the Puentes de Paz (Bridges of Peace) project. She has contributed to the development of the National Consortium of Torture Treatment Programs, which currently includes centers across the United States, and is currently working on a book about torture and human rights.
British Psychological Society Celebrates 100 Years
Hanscom is just the second winner of the International Humanitarian Award. The first award was given to Nila KaporStanulovic, PhD, in 1998. The award recognizes extraordinary humanitarian services and activism by psychologists, and is only given in years when there is an eligible candidate. Candidates for this award are screened by CIRP, and the APA Board of Directors selects the final award winner. Candidates may be from any country. Nominations should include: a supporting statement of up to 500 words; a current vita; a list of relevant publications; and letters of support from three to five people familiar with the nominee's work.
International Humanitarian Award. APA is seeking nominations for the 2002 International Humanitarian Award. This award recognizes extraordinary humanitarian service and activism by a psychologist or a team of psychologists, including professional and volunteer work conducted primarily in the field with under-served populations. "Extraordinary humanitarian services" are defined as professional activities initiated by psychologists, working alone or in association with others, to help alleviate severe stress and restore psychological well-being to a group of people in difficult circumstances, including a natural or person-induced disaster, a national or international incident, civil war, forced migration, or long-term political, economic, social and/or other circumstances that have caused severe stress and psychological problems.
Humanitarian Award nominees need not be members of the Association. Recipients are individual psychologists or teams of psychologists working under the aegis of organizations that provide psycho-social and humanitarian services. Nominations should provide documentation to substantiate extraordinary service that has improved the lives and contributed to the well-being of people anywhere in the world. Applications must include: (1) a letter of application; (2) a 500-word narrative description of extraordinary humanitarian services and activism, within specified time frames; (3) a curriculum vitae; (4) three letters of recommendation; and other supporting documents deemed essential to a full presentation of the applicant's work. June 1, 2001 , to Sally Leverty, Office of International Affairs, APA, 750 First Street, NE, Washington, D.C., 20002-4242, USA. 
Nominations and supporting materials for both international awards may be sent by
International Awards
Call for Nominations 10 10 10 10
International Snapshots
Russell Sage Foundation Announces Visiting Scholar Program: The Russell Sage Foundation, which is devoted exclusively to research in the social sciences, has established a center where Visiting Scholars can pursue their writing and research. Each year, the Foundation invites a number of scholars to its New York City headquarters to investigate topics in social and behavioral sciences. The Foundation particularly welcomes groups of scholars who wish to collaborate on a specific project during their residency at Russell Sage. These research projects, and other work conducted by Visiting Scholars, constitute part of the Foundation's ongoing effort to analyze the shifting nature of social and economic life in the United States. Grants are restricted to support for basic social science research with the Foundation's announced programs. These currently include the future of work, immigration, literacy, and the social psychology of cultural contact. Grantees are expected to publish their results. Grants average $50,000 with a range running roughly from $100,000 to $200,000. Visiting Scholar applications should include a brief description of the project to be undertaken during residence at the Foundation and current curriculum vitae. Applications must be received by November 15 to be considered for the subsequent year beginning in September. 
